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Fences

Fences in residential zones do not require permits for their construction, but are subject to a few
criteria:

a) Height is limited to 2.5 m (8'2") when measured from the higher side of a lot, and is
restricted to the rear portion of the lot which starts from the building plane closest to
the narrow street face and runs to the alley (or back of lot where no alley exists);

b) A fence may only be 0.8 meters (2'8”) high in the front yard. The front yard runs from
the front plane of the house to the street.

c) The use of barb wire and electrified fencing in residential zones is not permitted;

d) Placement of fences between private landowners is not adjudicated by the city and
disagreements are deemed as civil matters; and

e) Fences are not to be built on city property. Please note that boulevards (measured
from the back of a sidewalk) can range anywhere from 7’ to 11'.

There are no regulations regarding fence placement and ownership. Because of this, no one
should ever assume that a fence is constructed on the property line. If there is a dispute
between neighbours regarding fence ownership or placement, this is a civil matter and the City
of Swift Current will not render a judgement. The only way to determine on whose property a
fence is physically located on is to have a Saskatchewan Land Surveyor carryout a survey.
Fees for this service are charged by the Surveying Company.

When constructing a fence around or near a fire hydrant, allow 1.0 metre (3") distance away
from the hydrant.

Do not build your fence on City property. If a fence is located on City property and needs to be
removed because the City must do work on sidewalks (as an example), it will not be replaced by
the City.

Determining front, side, and rear yards

The front yard is determined by the narrow lot dimension that faces a street. In the case of a
corner lot, the front yard is still determined in the same manner. The orientation of the house
does not determine the front yard. A minimum front yard is required for all new construction
projects. In existing neighbourhoods, the front yard may be reduced if there is an established
building line. An established building line would be created by all the houses lining up and a new
home could be placed on the building line even if that is a shorter distance than the required
minimum by the zoning bylaw for the residential zone.

Side yards are typically a minimum of 1.5 meters (5-0”) on interior lots and 3.0 meters (10-0") on
the flanking street of corner lot.



Rear yards are measured from the rear property line. Principal buildings are not permitted to
encroach into the minimum rear yard, but there are exceptions for accessory building to be in
them and for open air decks to encroach into the required minimum rear yard.



